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COURTS MAY SETTLE GAS
TRUST'S LATEST DISPUTE

Majority Faction Among Directors |

Secks legal Decision to Sup-
port Thetr Plans.

PRESENT RESOLUTIONS

' L 5 . [ l
Both Sidés Stand Sponsor for |

Different Plans at Regu-

lar Meeting

A resalution that will ive an important
bearing on the future of the Co mers
Gas Trust Company was introduced and
carried by the majority mombers oo e
directorate at th reg : meeting last

night.

Its object is to put to a test In the courts
the legality of the plan 1o manoinciurs
gas. The resoluticn was hotly contested

by the minority, but was passed by Lo
usyal party vote of 5 to 3, Messrs. Lymar
Bcott and Frenzel voting “nay’” and Messrs

Richards, Barnes, Bates, Atkins and Lilly
gounding the “ayves"

Opinlon being divided, the resojution was
introduced last uight and the action taken
on it by the courts will shape the future of
the company. Should the court declde that
tne plan i= llegal 1t would probably mean
the disruption of the comp

WOULD INSTITUTE COURT _ACTION.

The resolution follows

Whereas doubts have arisen and ques-
thons have been raised as to the legality
of the corporate organization of the Con-
symers’ Gus Trust Company as to the na-
ture and scope of the trusta, if any, created
b}' its articles of association, the powers
and dutlies of said company, the Board of
Trustees and Board of Directors and the
rights of iis stoeckholders and Its certificate
holders;

And whereas it is essential to the pros-
perity and continued existence of said com-
pany that sald gquestions should be judicial-
ly and speedily determined,

Therefore be it resolved, that the Beard of
Trustees be requested to unife with the
Board of -Directors in instituting, as soon
as possible, appropriate legal proceedings
to delermine as to the legality of the voms-
pany’'s organization, to define the nature
and limits of the trusts, If any, created
by ite articles of association, to define tjje

wers and duties of said company, Ilis

oard of Trustees, and its Board of Direc-
tors, and especially the power of sald com-
pany to manufacture and supply its pa-
trons with artificial gas for fuel and Hu-
minating purposes; and also to define and
determine the rights of its stockhoiders and
coertificate holders,

Be It further resolved, that' the secretary
be and he 18 hereby directed forthwith to
transmit a copy of «this resolution to the
Board of Trustiees, with the request that
gald Board of Trustees return answer to
this Board of Directors as soon as prac-
ticable.

MINORITY RESOLUTION INTRODUCED

A resolution was also introduced by the
minority, providing that the supplying of
natural gas be discontinued in the city after
Feb. 3. 1t was defeated by the vote of § to
3, and was referred for consideration to
Judge Walker and Judge Howe, The fol-
lowing Is the resolution in full:

Whereas, The report recentiy submitted
by Mr. Brill, an expert employed by this
ecompany, states that the supply of natural
gas '"seems to be practically exhausted.
and as far as can be seen there I8 no way
to prolong the life of the natural gas sup-
ply., or the usefulness of the wells which
gre powned or which might be drilied for use
In supplying the city of Indianapalis suff-
¢lently to justify any additional expenditure
. dn this direection;” and,

Whereas, by the report of the committee
of stockholders appointed by the trustees
to audit the accounts of the company and
the report of the expert accountant, the
American Auditing Company, employed to
assist said comrtmittee, §t was shown that
this company lost $36.235.39 during the fiscal
year ending Oet, 31, 19, in its operations
as a4 natural gas compuny; and,

Whereas, The loss of the ¢ ompany
through the insufficlency of the receipts to

ay the operating expens®es of the company

mn“tantl_‘-‘ inere !“'«ltlg S0 [}l)gt the loss or
deficiency of receipts to meet actual and
necessuary operating éexpenses is now estl-
mated to be 310,000 or more per maonth: and,

Whereas, It Is impossible any longer for
this company to furnish natural gas to con-
sumers in this city except at a great loss,
and this board, on the Ith of Februarv.
1904, recognizing the fact that it was no
longer practicable to furnish natural gas
except at a loss, passed resolutions favoring
the sale by the company of its leases and
other property outside of the e¢ity, and the
canstruction of an artificial gas plant in
Heu thereof; now, therefore, be it

“Resolved, That the supplying of natural
gas in this clty by this company be discon-
tinued after Feb. 20, 194, and that notice
of this fact be sent to each of the present
consumers,”’

NEGRO BUSINESS MEN
" PREPARE FOR MEETING

Local Committee Is Named to Wel-
come Booker T. Washington
and Other Visitors.

A mass meeting of representatives nf the
various negro organizations of the city met
Jast night at the office of the Freeman, in
Indiana avenue, on the call of the local

1
officéers of the National Negro Business?

h—agu-- for the puarpose of making arrange-
ments for the meeting of the National Ne-
gre Business League in this city next Au-
Bust. From among those present a general
committee of fifty was selected to aasist
In making arrangements for the meeting

An executive llbl}l!!]l:’_:l" consisting of G
I Knox, A. L. Manning, 8. A. Furniss,

Bishop A. Grant, Dr. W. . Chambers. Ja-
cob Porter, C. M. C. Willis, J. H. Lott. J. A.
Bryant, Ed Perkins, M. H. Turner. Gurley
Brewer, J. J. Buckner, William Christy and
B. J. Morgan, was selected to have ex-
clusive direction of arrangements for meet-
ing. Other names of men representative
of other organizationz will be added later.

The National Negro Business Leagne.
which meets in this city this summer, prob-
ably the ast of August, is the largest secu-
lar organization among the colored people
of the country. Booker T. Washington is
president of the organization At the meet-
ing at Nashville last summer over 8% dele-
gates were in atiendance, It is l*!lvu‘!’.-._l
the attendance in this city will be over
thousand. Much Interest has bheen -h--.'.n
all over the country in perfecting loeal
organizations,

it Is expected to organize a State league
of negro business men at an early date,
| e —— A - - L————

THE JOLRNAL'S SHOPPING DEFPART-
MENT:
For the Use of Journnl Subseribero

The Jullrnal has established a free -‘"-h“p-
ping department for the use of its readers.
All Journal subscribers are invited to yse
the department freely at all times

Experts have been engaged as Journal
shopping commissioners who will |
ally exeécute any orders readers wish to
send.

When you <ee an attraction Iin the Jour-
pal's advertising columns and find it in-
convenlent 10 visit the stores yourself. com-
municate with the Journal's Shopping De-
partment by telephone, or mall, and the
plll't.'hiu!'! will be mads Immediat ly and the
goods sent to you C. O, ). Your purchase
will be made within an hour of the time
the order 18 received, and it will be made by
an expert shopper—one who knows how to
buy and buy well. All merchants advergis.
ing In the Journal are thoroughly reliable
and purchases made by the Journal's stafr
will be at the lowest fgures obtainable by
aAanybody.

The ahaopping will be done absoluts ly with-
out expense 1o you or 1o the merchant. The
oot requirement s that you be a Journal
subscriber.

Aill correspondence relating to purchases
Qr prol;n-r'ti\a i-’ur“lli"“" will be answ ‘redl
promptly apd fuliy. Any class of purchases
you wish will be made. If you want any-
thing, from & palr of gloves o an automo-
bile, You can 'l\'? vour order !hru-:gh the
Joumu-ls Bhﬂr’pin‘ 1‘. [;urfrn'.nl

Address Joornal Shopping Department,
the Indianapolls Journul

NN -

MOOT COURT CONFIRMS
THEFT OF A WHITE DUCK

! RIS,

| Young Man Is Convicted by a
Jury of His Fellow-
Clubmen.

BOX OF CIGARS IS FINE

Scott Gehring, an innocent-looking young
man was declared guiliy of stealing a
small white duck last night., This decision

was reiached by a jury composed of mem-

-

HOWAILLD

Indlanapolls Man, Noted Lecturer.

OLD ACQUAINTRNCES
LECTURER'S AUDIENCE

Speaks at Athe-
to For-

Professor Griggs
naeum Hall, Irvington,
mer Neighbors.

TUESDAY CLUDB'S GUEST

Stanford Umdversity,
Irvington

: Tuesday
and its guests Iin Athenasum Hall at Butler

Francis of
Professor mppearance
intgresgting becomise
His parents,

is his former
and Mrs.
Emerson avenue.

The Athenaeum Hall was well filed with
over two hundired peapic
Professor i
Joseph Hunter,

night when
introduced by
president of the Irvington
i i easy and
He held the interest of -his audi-
which was
one of the best that has been heard in Irv-

throughout

Professor Griggs dealt
and his influence
that St Francis
preached the perfect brotherhood and lived
in practical obedience of what he preached.

BISCUIT COMPANY
PAYS LICENSE FEES

Vehicle licenses aggregating 3106 were paid
controller's
by the National Biscult Company.

one of thé lfu-gest sums for a like purpose
was for licenses
wagons and seven

yvesterday

-ntd into
seventeen tw u-hm s
one-horse wagocunus,

FUNDS AND NEW HOME ARE
NEEDED FOR ORPHANAGE

Building Half a Century Old Now
Occupied by Hundred Young
Tenants.

MONEY NEEDED MONTHLY

building to replace
vears old now used by the Indianapolis Or-
recommended
County Board of Charities,
inspection

Commissioners.

which has just
institution

“It would be
of money
present building. was built
for the Northwestern Christian University—
Collegr—and was
the university until they moved to its pres-
ent quarters In Irvington,

occupied by
which was about

» report commends the management of
he asylum and Indicates that more money
needed each month,
possible to make the receipts equal the ex-
even with the strictest
There are many pathetic
lum; one famlly of

economy.
cnses in the
children who
with neither father nor mother. There are
108 children in the home, fifty-five boys
fifty-three giris. 1
oldest girl are both sixteen yvears old,
there are three children under one

M.T.H.S. NEWS NOTES.

A great many cl
in the engine room :'md wh:-'l all improve-
ments have been made, the school will gen-
own electricity,
entered upon
second half of its junlor year by elect-
following )
Henrietta Buchannan, vice-pres-
Ethe]l Sterwallt, secretary, and Henry
treasurer.

The time limit
Annual has been fixed at ¥eb,
to obtain everything
editoras have booen 3
wishes to outdo all prev!
[ some kind
presented,
ent party of the January, "05, class
was one of the most suceessful

are taking place

erate all of its
The June

president;

=laced on nlﬂll"[ﬂ for the

and in or-

: A8 the class
Ous papers, a prize

of i't.-' kind

affair was held, was decked
¢ school color of red and white :

of black

Alig. where the

freshments
of hearts,
i!rm‘k rvvri\'o-d handsome

for making

bers of the McKinley Republican Club at
|;1. mock trial held at the clubhouse.

Fred Shepherd was judge and his rulings
elicited much Interest

James Collins was prosecuting attorney,
and he had the usual faculty of bewilder-
ing the witnesses, The defendant was rep-
resented by Charles Elcon. It was brought
out during the tria! that the sentimental
value of the duck was $1, the real value be-
ing thirty-seven cents.

While the trial was progressing the juilge
caused Harry B. Smith and Robert Metzger
to be brought in for contempt of court and
they were each fined a box of cigars. This
club was organized in June of 1%¥, and is
increasing in its membership rapidly. The
present officers are: President, J. A.
Sweeny; vice president, J. F. Scott: sec-
retary, W. R. Sweet; treasurer, D. 8. Bell;
directors, George Fati, Elso Keller, W, H.
Christind, Dr. J. F. Robertson, W, W. Webb.
For the election, which will occur March 1.
two tickets have been placed iIn the fleld,
the regular and the independent. The reg-
ular ticket is: Pre 411*:11 G. Snyder; vice
;_nr-‘:-:nia-m. W. W. Webhb; secretary, W. R.
Sweet: treasurer, W. H. Snyder: directors,

8. llnlu rts, 8. Gehring, D, 8. Ih-ll. . 'W.
Merker and W. H. Pierce.

The independent ticket ig: . D. Lancas-
ter, president; W, Christini, vice president
C. Hurst, secretary; G. Fati, treasurer; di-
rectors, W. C, Christini, W. L. Barker, W.
F. Carter and W. K. Richter.

SELL SCHOOIL BONDS
AT $1,000 PREMIUM

.Il

Loocal Firm's Bid on E.ntire Issue
Is Accepted by the Com-
missioners.

Three sgeries of school bonds, making an
iasue of $150,000, with 3% per cent. interest,
nontaxable, were sgold by the board of
school commissioners last nlght to J. F.
Wild & Co. for $151,000, & premium of $1.000.
The commissioners met vesterday at noon,
but could reach no agreement., They held
an adjourned meeting in the Library build-
ing last night and sold the bonds.

Other blds received on the bonds were:

Indiana Lumbermen's Mutual Insurance
Company, $10,060 for $10,000 worth of bonds.

E. D. Bush & Co,, $25,025 for $£2.000 worth
of 1987 series,

Clifford Arrick, $10,010 for $10.000 worth of
1935 serles,

Marion Trust Company, 150,150 for entire
three serijes,

Newton Todd, $25,126.50 for 325,000 worth of
any serlies.

MARDI GHAS CARNIVAL
CLOSES IN SPLENDOR

Great Crowds Witnessed Magnifi-
cent ]‘1 veant of Rex and Co-
mus and Attend Balls,

SEASON'S SOCIAL EVENT

NEW ORLEANS, Feb, 16—With a pa-
geant of surpassing splendor and the balls
of Rex and Comus, the Mardi Gras carnival
closed to-night. Rex entertained a multitude
of his subjects in Washington Artillery
Hall and in his brillantly-Illuminated
throneroom chose for his queen Miss Josie
Halllday. Comus reached back to Babylon,
the mother of all beauty, for his subject,
and gave a gorgeous moving picture of the
eple of lzdubar in twenty cars, which tra-
versed the principal streets of the city.
The ball of th_i- Comus Krewe at the
French Opera House was the culminating
social event of the season.

Morning trains brought large accessions
to the throngs of strangers gathered to
witness the parades uand particlpants in
the social festivities. The weather was
pleasant. Promiscuous maskers afforded
abundant amusement to visitor and native
allke and the streets were fllled with ani-
mated crowds. Rex rode through the
streets at the head of a magniticent pa-
geant, choosing for his subject, “In the
Reaim of Imagination.” The theme was
picturesquely and beautifully handled in
twenty-two cars. Mr. Frank B. Havne, the
cotton king, changed his title for the day
and impersonated the merry monarch of
Mardi Gras,

inquiry at the sanatoriufm to-day dis-
closed the fact of a slight improvement
in the condition of Hewit Chapman, one
of the Proteus maskers who fell from the
Knighthood ficat, In last night's parade
and was perhaps fataly injured. Mr. Chap-
man ig a native of Bowling Green, 1\\.. and
one of the most prominent sugar planters
and clubmen in the State.

Something Left Undone.

Labor with what zeal we will,
Ffomething still remainsg uadone

Something uncompleted still
Weaits the rising of the sun.

By the bedslde, on the stair,
At the threshold, near the pgates,
With its menace or Hs prayver,
Like a mendicant it walts,

Waits, and will not go away;
Waits and will not be galnsafd;
I]‘,' the cares of yesier lny
Each to-day is heavier made.

Till at length the burden seems
Greater than our strength can beap—

Heavy as the welght of dreams,
Pressing on us everywhere,

And we stand from day to day,
Like the dwarfs of times gone by,
Who, as Northern lemends say,
On their shoulders held the sky.

Craig’s fn: bring up the end of the ecrowil

—Longlellow.

EDWiN DROOD MYSTERY CONTEST

teller had woven a tangled

unfortunate
1‘!"'ﬂ!ih-:|l
Dickens's

fore hq‘- ll.ld tnm; l-'lowl the l)nul\ tl-*mh m er-
man RKnows

one side of the pap€r only and addre ssed to
Yyoung mauan '

took tl'l“
.the end w;ns to h:nr-

'Thv Mystery
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CONDITIONS OF THE CONTEST.
First—8ix

[l‘ \l \\ OF

and sixth,
onclusion
prize-winning centributions will be pub-

tions which honorable

Third—_'l‘lw contributions
hundreds words
FOITRTH--SPELLING, GRAMMAR AND

LITERARY STYLE WILL NOT BE CON-

One Hundred Dollars in Cash Prizes Will
Be Paid to Journal Readers

The Journal offers $100 in prizes for the |
: ' . ] left unsolved
the death of the great English novellst,
Charles Dickens.

The last work of Mr. Dickens was a story

tributions will receive consideration only
as solutions of the mystery. The most
plausible and convincing manner of end-
Ing Mr. Dickens's unfinished story will be
chosen and the manner of the telling will
not be consldered important,

Fifth—Contributions must be written on
the “Contest Editor of t}n Journal,"
dianapolis

Sixth—No contribution will be recelve =
fore the conclusion of the 31:'!1Fl~(f:!r\i“:]1bft

In-

must be recelved within one
conclusion of the story

' Seventh—The contributions will be filed
by the contest editor and w u b+ Fl;l:mnt-‘-d
by him. without comment o1 change, to
the judges of the contest, who will i.,,“
upon them and announce their tle'l'lutu}{
Checks will be malled to the winners ﬁpoﬁ

d

Week after the

the day the awards ars announce
JUDGES OF THE CONTEST.

]‘I he following gentiemen have been solect-
ed to pass upon the contributions and m
the awards: ks

Villiam Pinkerton, of (.'hw.u..o hea
the famous Pinkerton Detective h,uut‘i P

Capt. J. E. Kinney, chief of the Indlan.
apolls detective department.

The Hon. Fremont Alford, judge of
Criminal Court of Marion county, e

An Installment of the story will a
each day untll the cCmpletion of il:l" g)t%‘;ar

There will be no coupons, hUb-“l'lptlon
receipts, or other requirements. The cone
test s open te everybody.

| SIDERED BY THE JUDGES, The con-

Study the contest conditions and try for
a cash prize, 7

The Mystery of

By
Charles Dickens

Edwin Drood

[CONTINUED FROM YESTERDAY.]

““And I confess,** said Mr. Crisparkle, ‘“‘that
I hoped for better things.'

"1 am sorry to disappoint you, sir, but it would
be far worse to decaive you, and 1 should decelve

you grossly If 1 pretended that you nad softened
me in this respect The time may come when
your powerful influence will do even that with
the difMicult pupdl whose antecedents you know

but It has not me vet Is this so, and In spitle
of my struggles against myself, Helena?®

She, whose dark eoves were watching the affect
C what he sald on Mr. rispmrkie's face, re-

plied—to Mr., Crisparkle, not to him It Is s
After a short pause, she answerad the rlighiest
] r { 1 . * p
oK ¢ inquiry concelvai:l in her brother's
eves, with as slight an atfirmative bend of her

own head; and he went on

““1 have never vet had the courage to say to
you, sir, what in full openness I ought to have
satd when youn first talked with me on thiz sub.
joct 't is not easy to say, and I have
withheld by a fear of Its seeming ridiculous
which Is very strong upon me down to this last
moment, and might but for my sister prevent
nmy being quite open with you even now—I ad-
mire Miss Bud, gir, so0 very much that T can-
not bear her belng treated with concelt or In-
difference: and even if 1 dld not feel that 1 had
an Injury against yvoung Drood on my own ac-
count, I should feel that 1 had an injury against
him on hers

Mr. Crisparkle, in utter amazement, looked at
Helena for corroboration, and met In her ex-
pressive face full corroboration, and a plea for
adviece.

"“Tha vou lady of whom you speak Is, as
you know, lgr Neville, shortly to be married.”
sald Mr. Crisparkle gravely: therefore your
admiration, If it be of that r;-ﬂrla! nature which
you seem to indleate, Is outrageotisly misplaced.
Moreover, It Is monstrous that you should take
upon yourself to be the yvoung lady's champion
against har chosen husband Besides, you have
seen them only once. The young lady has be-
comé vyour sister's friend; and I wonder that
your sister, even on her behalf, has not checked
you In this irrational and culpable fancy.’

“She has tried, sir., but uselessly. Husband
or no husband, that fellow iz incapable of the
feellng with which | am inspired towards the
beautiful young creature whom he treats like
a doll. I say he is« as Incapable of it, as he is
unworthy of her I say she (8 sacrificed in be-
ing bestowed upon him 1 say that I love her
and deanise and hate him'" This with a face
go flushed, and a gesture g0 violent that his sis-
téer eroased to his side, and caught his arm
remonstrating. “"Neowille. Neville!"

Mr. Crisparkle, watching hlm attentively, and
at the same tlme meditating how to proceed,
walked on for some paces In silence. Then he
spoks

“*Mr. Neville, Mr. Neville, 1 am sorely grieved
to see In you more traces of a character as sul-
len, angry. and wild, as the night now closing
in They are of too serious an aspect to leave
me the resource of freating the Infatuation you
have disclosed as undeserving serlous considera-
tlion. 1 give it very serious consideration, amd
I speak tao you accordingly This feud between
you and young Drood must not go on. T cannot
permit it t go on any longer, knowing what
I now know from you, and you living under my
roof. Whatever prejudiced and unauthorized con-
gtructicns vour blind and enviouns wrath may
put upon his character, it & a frank, good-
natured character I know ] can trust to it
for thut Now, pray observe what I am about
to say. un reflection, and on your sister's repre-
sentation, I am willing to admit that, In making
peace with voung Drood, you have a right to ba
met nalf-way I will engage that you shall be,
and #ven that young Drood shall make the first
advance. This conditon fulfilled, you will ple '1,-._'.4
meé the honor of 4 Christian gentleoman that 1
quarrel] is forever at an end on vour side. W h.lf
may be In your heart when you glive him your
hand can only be known to the Searcher of all
hearts: but it will never go well with vou |If

there be any tread ':'_-.*'1 there So far az 1o that
next as to what I must azain speak of as your
infatuation I tJn-I.t»-' ..' 1 It to have heen con-
filded to me, and to be k to no other poerson

save your sister and :.--mh!.’ Do 1 understand
aright? '

Helena answered in a low volce “It is only
known to ug three who are here together.'

“It =+ not at all known to the young lady,
your friend®™’

“*On my =cul, no!""

“1 reguire you, then, to give me $hur similar
and solemn pledge, Mr. Neville, that it shall
remain the socret it {a, and that yvou will take
no other actlon whatsoever upon it than en-
deavoring (and that most earnestly) to erase
it from vour mind. I will not tell you that |t
will goon pass; I will not te]l you that it 1s the
fancy of the moment; T will not tell you that
guch caprices have thelr rise and fall among
the young and ardent every hour; 1 will leave
you undisturbed In the bellef that It has few
parallels or none, that it will abide with yon
a long time, and that it will be very difficalt to
conquer. S50 much the more welght shall 1 at-
tach to the pledge I require from you, when it
is unreservedly glven.'

The yvoung man twice or thrice essaved to
speak, but falled

“L#t me leave vou with yvour s=ister, whom
it is tim= you took home,"" snid Mr, Crisparkls
““You will find me alone in m, room by and by.”

“Pray do not leave us yet,”” Helena Implored
him. “Another minute.”

*I should not,"”” =ald Neville, pressing hls hand
upon his face, ““have nesded =0 much as another
minute, if you had been less patient with me,
Mr. Crisparkle, less considerate of me, and less

unpretendingly good and true Oh, if Iin my
chilidhood I had known such a gulde!

“Follow your gulde now, .\M.'.u-.' murmured
Helena, “‘and follow him to heaven!'

There was that In her t-r.-- \'."" h broke the
good Miror Canon's volee, or It would have re.
pudiated hor exaltation of him. As it was, he
Inld a fAinger on hig lip=s, and looked towards her
Lrother.

“To say Lthat I give both pledges, Mr. Cris-

parkle, out of my Innermost heart, and to say
that there iIs no treachery Iin it 12 to say nothe-
ing!"’ Thus Neville, greatly moved “I1 beg
your forgiveness for my miserable lapse Into a

#

st of passion.”

“Not mine, Neville, not mine You know with
whom forgiveness lles, as the highest atiribute
concelvabls Miss Helena, vyou and vour brother
are twin chiliren You came Into this world
with the same dispositions, and you passed vour
younger dayse togethar surrounded by the same
adverse clreumstances, What you hawvy
come in yourself, can you not overcome in him?
You see the rock that 1l in his course. Who
but you can keep him clear of it7?

“*Who but you, sir?" replied Helena “What
Is my Influence, or my weak wisdom, compared
with yours! f

You have the wisdom of love,” returned the
Minor Canon, “‘and it was the highest wisdom
ever konown upon this earth, remember. As to
mine-—but the loss gald of that commonplace com-

dity the beiter Good night!

She took the hand he offered her. nand grats
fully and almost reverently railsed It to her lips,

Tut'"' sald the Minor Canon softly, ‘I am

mch overpald!”” and “urned away

l.-tf‘u...g his steps towards the Cathedral

[ I he trind, as he went along in the dark,
to !'|.rm out the best means of bringing 1o pass
what e had promised to effect, and what must
somehow bhe done 1 shall probably be asked
to marry them,'”" he reflected, "and 1 would
they were married and gone! But this presses
first."’ I debated princlipally whethes he
should write to younz Drood, or whether he
should speak to Jasper The consclousness of
bheing popular with the whole cathedral ast: ;l-
lishmer.t Inclined him to the latter course, and
the well-timed =sight of the lighted gatehouse
decided him to take 1t L will strike while
the fron iz hot ne aala, "'and sea him now.'*
Jasper was ving asleep on a couch before the
I'I.rl. when, havim isconded the postern .\_::‘i;.
antd recelved no answer to his kncok at the 3 -~
Mr. Crisparkle gently turned the hand anid
looked In Long afterwards he hod 1119 t
remember how Jasper sprang from the couch
in a delirious state between sleeping and wak-
ing, and crying out. “MWhat i= the matter

Who did it?""
‘It is only I, Jaszper I am sorry to hawvy dls-
turbed youn.""

The glare of hls eyes settled down into a Jook
of recognition, and he moved a chair or two to
make a way to the firesi

*1 was dreanung al a great rate, and am glad
to be disturbed from an Indigestive after-dinner
Blooyp MNot 10 mention that vou are alwavs wel-
cCima

“Thank vyou, I am not onfident,”” returned
‘.\11" ll:."l, .r]'.!‘-. ag he sat himself down in "
eéansy chalr placed for him that my subjec
will at Arst sizht i quite as welcome s 1TV S« !:-.
but I am a minister of peace, and I pursue my
subject in the interests { Sa e In 2 ward

Jasper, 1 war t to establish peace bhetwaen ;h.-,,..
two youmg feliows
A very perplexed expression took hold of My

Jasper'y face; a very perplexing ex v.u-..- n, ton
for Mr. Crisparkle could make nothing of it
""How? was Jasper's Inquiry, l'g & low and
slow voioo, after 4 stlonce
“"For the "how' 1 come to you. I want to ask
h 1 A € | me Lhe® EI Lt tavar nid servics f in-
terpoging with your nephow I have already in-
terposed with Mr, Neville)., and getting him 1t
write you & shert note, in his lively way, saving
that he = willing to shanke hands I kn wha t
& rood-natured Iellow he | and what Iinfiue ;
you !. A with hin And without In the least
] ling Mr, N« 1 W must al 1dmit that
h ) bitter stung
H [ rn 1 At 1 '!f'.'\ Wilr P
¥ M Crispmrkls 1 E t bserye s
30 ' more perplexi than bef
nadc! | ™ i I+ {wl 1 i '
\ b intery Liculation
I kr o that e ¥ | sremned | A
Nevid : i MANOT Lart 0w a8 Eoing n
when Ja r st ir
‘You ha 1 LisSe Ly I am not, [
alv
L'n t 1 | [ it 8 lamentabl
violer e though 1 e h B 1
get 1 I L Detwoer 1§ Put 1 L O
exXAOTE L “IMT : -
hi: fTutu Wal you New \f
b | Kil i i I i I ! 1]
K i L
' Iway I 1 twaorth
Mr. i 1) ] ' % "
Yyou cAn a r i tent!
i deo
IFhe i A P Xing i anil a1l
Ther & n f o great .
and a | ' ! ) r 1 will
1 it
Ar ' - L =W nid
41 ' = m ANOwW] i n
' Iin < | S | “
I will i tedd Jns ¥ f fyom n
( af havil Jarar L ZT e B
ind  unf f ] “ars Y vill laugzh—but do
3y keen 6 )
L 1 i + I t N
““A llne for L Gavw L 1l b quite as mueh o
my unevential e would mnes heaven knows *
gatd Jnsper, taking a | K from a ~uk but
that my diary Is. in fact, a diary of Ned's life
Lo Y ou Wil laugh alt inis #nitr yYoud \-H.i
cuess when It was mad
“ "Past mhinizht After what T have fust
now asn, 1 hat + morbid dread upon me of

gomee horrible consequences resulting to my
Jenr l"')-, “'i.l' ! cnnot reascon with or In ilﬂ.-}'
way ocoatend azainst All my efforts are valn
The demoniacal passion of this Neville Landless.
his strength in his fury, and his savage rage

for the destruction of its object, appall me. o |
rofound s the impression, that twice since I |
ave gone :r,'.u my Jdear boy's room 1t assure
myself of his sleeping safely, and not lying dead
in his bloed.’

Here ls another entry next morning:

Ned vp and cway Light-hearted and un-

suspicious as ever He laughed when [ cau-
tioned him, and sald he was as good & man as
Neville Landless any day I told him that
might be, but he wmas not a= bad a man He

continued to make light of it, but I traveled
with him as far as I could, and left him most
unwillirgly T am unsble to shake off these

| dark Intangible presentiments of evil—If feel-

ings founded upon starmg facts are to be =0

L called.’

““Aganin and again,'”' said Jasper in conclusion,

! twirling the leaves of the book before putting

1

| it by, “I have relapsad into these moods, as

other entries show. But 1 have now your as-

| surance at my back, and shall put It n_my

book, and make it an antidote to my black
humors. "’

‘Such an antidote, I hope,”” returned Mr. Cris-
parkle, "as will induce you before long to con-
glgn the black fault with you this evening, when
you _have met my wishes so freely; but I must
say, Jasper, that your devotion to your nephew
has made you exaggerate here '

“You are my witness,” sald Jasper, shrugging
his shoulders, “what my state of mind honestly
was that night before I sat down to write, and
in what words | expresesd It You reme mber
objecting to a word I used as being too -tr"mu'
It was a stronger word than any in my dlary.

"*Weall, well. Try the antidote,™ rz-.ll-inml Mr.
Crisparkle; “‘and may it give you a brighter
and better view of the case! We will discuss
it no more now. I have to thank you for myself,
and I thank you sincerely.”

“You shall find.”" sald Jasper, as they shook
hands, “that I will not do the thing vou wish
me to do by halves, I wiil take care that Ned,
giving way at all, shall give way thoroughly.”

On the third day after this conversation, he
called on Mr. Crisparkle with the following
letter:

My Dear Jack—I am touched by your account
of your interview with Mr. Crisparkle, whom I
much respecl and esteem. At once I openly say
that I forgot myselt on that occasion quite as

.

| much a=s Mr. Landless did, and that I wigh that
| bygene to be a bygone, and all to be right agaln.

]u-k here, dear old boy. Ask Mr. Landiess

| to dinner on Christmas eve (the bhetter the day

the better the deed), and let there be only we
three. and let us shake hands all round there
and then, and say no more about [t.
"My dear Jack,
“"Ever your most affectlonate
“EDWIN DROOD.
“P. 8 Love to Miss Pussy at the next musie
lesson. "™
“You expect Mr. Neville, then?' sald Mr.
Crisparkle
“1 count upon his coming,' said Mr. Jasper.

CHAPTER X1,
A PICTURE AND A RING.
Behind the most ancient part of Holborn, Lon-
don, where certain gabled houses some centuries
of age still =stand looking on the public way, as

| it Gisconsolately looking for the Old Bourne that

has long run dry, is a little nook composed of
two Irregular quadrangles, called Staple Inn, It

| is8 one of those nooks, the turning into which

it of the clashing street, imparts to the re-
lieved pedestrian theé sensation of having put

I cotton In his ears, and velvet soles on his boats,

It is one of those nooks where a few smoky

| sparrows twitter In smoky trees, as though they

ealled to one another, “‘Let us play at country,”
and where a few feet of garden mold and a
few vards of grovel enable them to Jdo that re-

| freshing violence to their tiny understandings.

Moreover, it is one of those nooks which are
legal nooks: and it contains 4 littie hall, with
a little lantern in its roof; to what obstructive
purposes devoted, and at whose expense, this
history knoweth not.

In the days when Cloisterham took offense at
the existence of a rallroad afar off, as menacing
that sensitive constitution, the property of us
Britons: the odd fortune of which sacred insti-
tution it i= to be In exactly equal degrees
croaked about, trembled for, and hoasted of,
whatever happensg to anyvthing, anywhere in the
world: in those days no nelghboring architecture

1

f lofty proportions had arisen to overshadow

ol
Rtaplé Inn. The westering sun bestowed bright
glances on it, and the southwest wind blew into
it nnimpeded.

Neither wind nor sun, however, favored Staple
Inn one December afternocon towards 6 o'clock
when L was filled with fog, and candles ghed
murky and blurred rays through the windows
of all its then-occupied sets of chambers; notably
from a set of chambers 1n a corner house in
the little inner quadrangle, presenting In black
and white over its ugly portals the mysterious
Inscription:

ll
J T

1745.
In which set of chamberg, never having troubled
his head about the inseription, unless to bethink
himself at odd times on glan*ing up at it, that
haply it might mean FPerhaps John Thomas, or
Perhaps Joe Tyler, sat Mr. Grewglous writing
by his fire,

VWho could have told, by looking at Mr. Grew-
gious, whether he had ever known ambition or
disappointment? He l'l.'-‘-l been bred to the bar,
and had laid himself out for chambor practice;
to draw deeds: “‘convey the wise it call," as
FPistol says Bat convevancing and he had made
such a very indifferent marriage of it that they
had =eparated by consent—if there can be said
to be separattion where there has never been
coming together.

No. Coy conveyancing would not come _to Mr,
Grewglous. She was wooed, not won, and they
went their severnl ways. DBut an arbitration
being blown towards him by some unaccountable
wind., and he gaining great credit in it as one
indefatigable in seeking out right and doing
ight, a pretty fat receivership was next blown
into his pocket by A wind more traceable to {ts
sutree, So, by chance, he had found his niche.
Receiver and agent now, to two rich estates,
and deputing their legnl business, in an amount

wth having, to a fArm of solicitors on the
floor below, he had s=snuffed out his ambition
(supposing him to have ever lighted it), and

| had settled down with his snuffers for the rest

of his life under the dry vine and fig tree of

| P. J. T., who planted in seventeen-forty-seven,

Many aceounts and account beoks, many files
of correspondence, and several strong boxes,
garnished Mr. Grewgilous’'s room. They ocang |
scarcely be represented as having lumbered it
so conscientious and precise was their orderiy
arrangement. The apprehension of dying sud-
denly, and leaving one fact or one figure with
any incompleteness or obscurity attachlng to it,

| wouid have stretched Mr. Grewglous stone dead |
1

iny day., The largest fidelity to a trust was the

{ life-blcod of the man. There are sorte of life-

blood that course more qulckly, more gavly,
more attractively; but there ig no better sort
in circulation

There was no luxury in his room. Even its
comforts were limited to Its being dry and
warm. and having a snug though faded fireside,
What may be called it= private life was con-
fined to the bearth, and an easy air, and an
old-fashloned occasional round table that was
brought out uron the rug after business hours.
rom a corner where 1t elsewl ise remalins 1 turned
up ltke a a]n ing mahogany shield Behind it
when staading thas on the defensive, was a

| ¢loset, usually countaining s=omething good to

irink An outer room was thzr clerk's room:
M1 Grewglous's sleeping room WwWAS acoross the
commorn sialr; and he held some not empty ocel-
larage at the bottom of the common stalr. Threa
hundred days In the vear at least he erossed
over to the hotel in Furnival’s Inn for his din-
ner, and after dinner crossed back again, to
make the most of these. simplicities until it
should becomne broad business day once more,
with P. J. T., date sevenlesn-forty-seven

Az Mr. Grewglous sat and wrote hy his fire
that afterncon, =0 did the clerk of Mr. Grew-
glous sit and wilte by his fire A pale, puffy-
fuced, dark-halred person of thirty, with 'Hg
iark oves that wh tly wanted luster, and a dis-
at.sfied doughy complexion, that seemed 10 ask

be a0t B the tl-tk-r 8, this attendant was
a mysterious being, possessed of some strange !
iwer nwver Mr., Orewglous As though he had
been called into existence, llke a fabulous Fa-
millar, by a magic spell which had falied when
required to dismiss him, he =tuck tight to \f,
(IrewgiLus=s = slocH, although Mr Grpwglous's
wmfort and convenience would man |ra~'.',. have
heon advanced by dispossessing him A glooms
person with tangled locks, and a geéenernl alr of
having bern reared under the shadow of that
balefu! tree of Java, which has given shelter |
to more lHves than the whole botanical kingdom,
Mr. Grewglous, nevertheless, treated him with
maccountable caprlderation

““Now, Bazzanrd sald Mr. Grewgious, an the
entrance of his clerk; looking up from his pa-

pers as he arranged them for the night; ““what
is tn the wind besmides fog?
Mr. Drood,'" says Euzzard.

“What of him?"’
‘Huas called,” satd Bazzard

““You might have shown him in.**

**1 a1 lolng 11, " sald Eazzarg

The visiter came In accordingly

“pear me! said Mr. Grewgloas, looking round
his palr f office candles **1 thought vou had
Jdied and merely left your name and gone
How do yeu do, Mr. Edwin? Dear me, you're
choking!"’

it's th:.~ fog,”” returnad Edwin: “‘and {t makes
my eyes smart, like cayenne pepper,™

‘1= :' I'-':I“_\ 20 bad a=x that? Pray unts your
W TS It's Tortunate 1 have so oo u'ﬂr._-'
but Mr. Bazzard has taken care of me."
“Na, 1 baven't," sald Mr. Bazzard at the door
“Ah! then 1t follows that 1 must have taken
re of myself without observing It,"" sald My

i

Grewglous “Pray be seatea in my chair N,

1 beg! Coming out of such an atmosphere, In
my chair."’

(To Be Continued To-morrow.)
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